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A student was rushed to the hospital after being hit by a car outside of Dickson Hall.
One Step Closer 
to Graduation
   As classes were ending 
around 2:15 p.m. on Dec. 6, 
campus police were called to 
the scene of an accident in 
which a student was struck 
by a moving vehicle in front of Accident Continued on Page 4
Katherine Milsop
editor-in-Chief
Haylee Lenkey
aSSiStant neWS editor
     On Thursday, Dec. 8, Vir-
ginia Tech Police Officer De-
riek Crouse was fatally shot 
while conducting a routine 
traffic check on campus. The 
shooter, identified as Ross 
Truett Ashley, 22, shot him-
self 30 minutes later. 
     According to a press state-
ment released from campus 
police, Ashley had no prior 
connection or contact with 
Virginia Tech Raises Questions
Maya Oliver
Staff Writer
     The wait is over. The De-
partment of Modern Lan-
guages and Literatures is 
finally moving from Dickson 
Hall into their brand new 
building. Schmitt Hall, for-
merly known as Finley Hall, 
will be fully functional for 
students and staff in Janu-
Image courtesy of vt.edu
A candlelight vigil was held for Virginia Tech Police Officer Deriek Crouse on Virginia Tech's campus.
The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey
The former Finley Hall has been slated to open in January and will 
house the Department of Modern Languages and Literature.
Student Struck Outside
 Dickson Hall
The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey
Virginia Continued on Page 3 Schmitt Continued on Page 4
Crouse. Ashley was a part 
time student from Radford 
University, located 15 miles 
south of Virginia Tech. He 
is also noted for stealing a 
white 2011 Mercedes SUV on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7. 
     This is the first notable 
event of violence that has oc-
curred at Virginia Tech since 
student Seung-Hui Cho en-
acted a deadly spree, slaying 
of 33 students on April 16, 
2007. The current shooting 
and the reasons why it oc-
curred are still being investi-
gated.
     In light of this event, Mont-
clair State University’s safety 
policy has become a concern. 
Like many universities, MSU’s 
Campus Wide Emergency Plan 
has been updated to include a 
more thorough explanation of 
how students and personnel 
should react to emergency situ-
ations.  
     Students who filed their se-
nior audits in October and are 
set to graduate in May 2012 
are receiving their final audit 
packets in the mail from the 
office of the registrar. 
   The packets contain the stu-
dent’s analysis of academic 
progress that can also be 
viewed on their WESS ac-
counts. 
    Aisha Salaam, a senior, 21, 
will graduate this May. She 
received the audit packet in 
the mail. “It was very help-
ary. 
     Filled with state-of-the-art 
technology, Schmitt Hall will 
contain a translating and in-
terpreting lab, a digital lan-
guage lab and two additional 
language labs for students to 
be able to get the most out of 
the language learning experi-
ence. 
Seniors Receive Final Audit 
Packets in Mail
SGA has announced the choices for the 
2012 Senior Trip through a survey:
7 Day Cruise stopping at Orlando and 2 
Islands of Bahamas
7 Day Trip to Bahamas, Freeport Island
7 Day Trip to San Juan, Puerto Rico
7 Day Trip to Puerto Plata, Dominican 
Republic
The prices range from $550-$800
It is recommended that students use 
the winter break to come up with 
$200-$250 deposit for the trip
Dickson Hall. 
     A witness stated that he 
heard a screech followed by 
a thud, and saw a male stu-
dent flip over the hood of the 
vehicle as it was traveling to-
ward University Hall. MSU 
EMS promptly arrived at the 
scene and transported the 
patient to St. Joseph’s Hospi-
tal in Paterson. The student 
was treated for injuries to his 
head and hands, which were 
not considered life-threaten-
ing. He has been discharged 
from the hospital and is back 
on campus with a noticeable 
Now Introducing: 
Schmitt Hall
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1  On Dec. 7:
On Dec. 7:
 7 On Dec. 11:
2   Stuart Yivrakes, 18, of East Brunswick; Michael Scalia, 18, of East Brunswick and Christopher Jaramillo, 18, of East Brunswick were arrest-
ed and charged for possession of marijuana and paraphernalia while in 
Bohn Hall. They are scheduled to appear in Clifton Municipal Court.
Ritu Walia, 20, of Galloway, was arrested and charged for possession 
of marijuana in Fenwick Hall. She is scheduled to appear in Little Falls 
Municipal Court.  
A male resident of Freeman Hall reported the theft of his unsecured wal-
let from his residence. This matter is under investigation.
7 
A couple was seen arguing in lot 23 by a passerby. Both parties declined 
to pursue charges in this matter.
On Dec 9:4
8
 3 On Dec. 8: A resident of Bohn Hall reported the theft of her laptop from her unse-cured room. This matter is under investigation.
On Dec. 10:6
It should be clarified that the MSU 
Singers were not nominated for 
a Grammy, as was implied by the 
headline for the article "Singers and 
Professor Nominated for Grammy" 
in last week's issue (12/9), they were 
involved in an album for which the 
producer was nominated. 
The Montclarion willingly corrects 
its factual errors. If you think we've 
made a mistake in a story, please 
call Editor-in-Chief Katherine at ext. 
5230.
2
Matthew McGowan, 18, of Princeton and Alexander Haveson, 19, of 
Monmouth Junction were arrested for underage possession of alco-
hol while in Gibson Hall.  They are schedule to appear in Little Falls 
Municipal Court.
A staff member of the Heights reported two acts of criminal mischief in 
the past from Parker Hall.  This matter is under investigation.
On Dec. 12:8 Thomas Parisi, 18, of Oakland was arrested and charged for possession of prescription drugs while in Gordon Hall.  He is scheduled to appear in 
Little Falls Municipal Court.
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On Russ Residents' 
Christmas List: Hot Water
Continued From Page 1
Virginia
     As the weather outside gets colder, 
so does the water for residents of Russ 
Hall. There have been two instances of 
the hot water being off this semester 
alone. Some residents find that they 
are still having problems obtaining hot 
water in their dorms.
     “My roommates and I are all on dif-
ferent schedules, so we know when to 
shower. Since 
our showers 
are spread out, 
we usually all 
get hot water,” 
said Rachel 
R a p p e p o r t , 
resident of 
Russ Hall. 
     “But if we’re 
running late 
or we have to 
take showers 
and get ready 
one after an-
other, by the 
time the sec-
ond person 
takes their 
shower, they 
either have 
to take a cold 
shower or wait 
a while for it 
to warm back 
up,” said Rap-
peport. 
     Although 
students claim 
that their hot 
water is con-
stantly going 
Catherine Baxter
aSSiStant neWS editor
The Montclarion | Haylee Lenkey
Continued From Page 1
Audit
     Currently, members of MSU’s fac-
ulty and staff are trained Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
members who have gained skills in re-
sponding to minor threats, emergencies 
and disasters on campus. This group is 
overseen by the Emergency Response 
team, comprised of Chief Paul Cell; 
Commander Michael Ricker, Director 
of Emergency Services and the Dean of 
Students. 
     “The Montclair State University 
Community emulates the makeup of 
a town or small city. We have many of 
the same protocols and emergency pro-
cedures that other outside communi-
ties have in place,” said Captain Boyd 
Lyons of the Montclair State Univer-
sity Police Department. 
     “That being said, many of our varied 
police response and protocols are kept 
confidential as a matter of course in 
order to prevent a potential assailant 
from being able to counter such proce-
dures.”
     The Campus Wide Emergency Plan 
includes information on emergency pro-
cedures and steps to safety, including 
tips on finding out what could happen 
during situations, personal protective 
measures, creating a disaster plan and 
practicing it and a checklist of actions 
to take to better prepare for emergency 
situations. 
     “[Students] should be familiar with 
the Campus Wide Emergency plan, 
know Police emergency numbers, re-
port what they see or are aware of and 
take no action on their own,” said Capt. 
Lyons. 
     Despite this elaborate plan and set 
of tips enlisted by the University, stu-
dents have wavering feelings in terms 
of their personal safety on campus. 
     “Sure, the cops have pulled me over 
for reasons I have found to be ridicu-
lous, but MSU is a very safe campus,” 
says Michael Zawadzki, an alumnus of 
MSU. 
     “In the six or so years that I’ve been 
on campus [as a student and visitor], 
I’ve never felt threatened or unsafe. 
Would I feel protected in an emergen-
cy? I don't really know. MSU seems to 
have an abundance of police officers, 
but so did Virginia Tech.”
     Other students, including the large 
number of commuters, feel slightly un-
touched in regards to personal safety 
on campus. 
     “I feel rather indifferent. I don’t feel 
unsafe and I haven’t had any interac-
tions with the cops to make me dislike 
them,” says Nicole Rice, 21, a MSU 
commuter student. 
     “Maybe I would feel the effects more 
if I lived on campus, because I’m not 
usually on campus late at night with no 
one else around. If I needed the cops in 
an emergency, I have a feeling of com-
fort that they would be there.”
     However, there are other students 
who  raise concerns over the true feel-
ings of safety. 
     “I feel more threatened by campus 
police and their abuse of authority than 
I do safe,” said Zachary Estevez, 22.
     This feeling is heightened by the 
threat of an active shooter event that 
took place April 10, 2008, after a stu-
dent left a threatening note on a desk 
in Room 276 of Dickson Hall at some 
point from April 3 to 7. In response 
to this, over 120 officers and person-
nel, including snipers, were present on 
campus. However while public events 
on campus were cancelled, classes were 
still up and running. 
     “Does no one remember the snipers 
two years back? How the school didn’t 
close despite there being a threat of a 
kid shooting up the school?” said Este-
vez. 
     While this heightened response is 
clearly affected by the shootings that 
took place at Virginia Tech, the Uni-
versity holds that despite the conflicted 
feelings of students, this sense of secu-
rity maintains. 
     Students who wish to view the Cam-
pus Wide Emergency Plan or have oth-
er questions regarding personal safety 
can visit www.montclair.edu/emergen-
cy or contact the University Police at 
(973) 655-8477.
ful, it said I completed everything,” 
said Salaam. “That's the only thing I 
really looked for.”
     While nothing has changed about 
the audit process since last year, ac-
cording to Denise DeBlasio, registrar, 
it is important that students use the 
analysis to make sure they will com-
plete remaining graduation and certi-
fication requirements during their last 
semester. 
     Additionally, as both the packet and 
the University’s website state, students 
will not graduate until they have paid 
all outstanding balances such as tu-
ition, parking fees and the $70 gradua-
tion fee billed to their WESS accounts. 
     According to DeBlasio, students 
shouldn’t be worried if they haven’t re-
ceived their audit packets yet. 
     “They are sent on a rolling basis 
throughout the fall semester,” stated 
DeBlasio in an e-mail.  “The majority 
of audits for students who filed for May 
2012 by the Oct. 1, 2011 deadline have 
been sent.  The remaining few will be 
mailed by the end of the semester.”
     There is also still time to file the 
audit if you would like to graduate in 
May. 
     “Students who anticipate graduat-
ing in May 2012 should file an audit ap-
plication for August 2012 and indicate 
on the application that they wish to be 
moved up to the May 2012 list,” said 
DeBlasio. “This can be done through 
March 1, 2012 and these applications 
will also be reviewed on a rolling ba-
sis.”
     The registrar encourages students 
to consult with their faculty advisor if 
they have questions about any remain-
ing academic requirements. 
     James Owen, a senior music edu-
cation major received his final audit in 
the mail this past weekend. He said,“I 
was going to take it to my advisor just 
to make sure everything is ok.”
     To receive more information on 
graduation and filing your audit, visit 
http://www.montclair.edu/registrar/
graduation/. 
Information obtained from: http://www.montclair.edu/commencement/
Convocation Dates:
SBUS: Sunday, May 13, 2012 at 10 a.m.
CSAM: Saturday, May 12, 2012 at 3 p.m.
CART: Sunday, May 13, 2012 at 2 p.m.
CEHS: Monday, May 14, 2012 at 2 p.m.
CHSS: Saturday, May 12, 2012 at 10 a.m.
Graduate School: Monday, May 14, 2012 at 7  p.m.
Rain Date for All:
Sprague Field: Tuesday, May 15, 2012
Commencement: 
Friday, May 18, 2012
IZOD Center, Meadowlands Sports Complex
Reporting time: 9 a.m.
Ceremony: 10 a.m.
Showers in Russ Hall sometimes do not have 
hot  water.
out and not 
functioning 
correct ly , 
the Office 
of Residen-
tial Education and the maintenance 
department have only been made 
aware of this problem on two occasions 
throughout this semester. 
     “Students have not reported that 
the hot water constantly goes out,” said 
Dominic Petruzzelli, executive director 
of Residential Education and Services.  
     “We have been made aware of two 
instances and the maintenance depart-
ment addresses the problem when it 
is reported. We have not been made 
aware that this is an ongoing issue," 
said Petruzzelli.
      Chryselle Angderson, Russ Hall 
resident said,  “I didn't have hot wa-
ter twice within this past month. This 
should not be happening if we're pay-
ing over $3,900 for housing.”     Even 
though many 
residents of 
Russ Hall 
have re-
ported an 
ongoing is-
sue trying to 
get hot wa-
ter inside of 
their dorms, 
Residential 
E d u c a t i o n 
has not re-
ceived many 
reports and 
are not fully 
aware of the 
situation. 
     Students 
are encour-
aged to con-
tact the of-
fices and let 
them know 
of any prob-
lems they 
may face. “I 
apologize for 
any inconve-
nience you 
may have ex-
perienced,” 
said Petruz-
zelli. “In the 
event of a 
lack of hot 
water or any 
utility please call our office so that we 
may address the issue as soon as pos-
sible.”
     Residential Education and Services 
can be contacted at (973)655-5188 or 
via e-mail at resed@mail.montclair.
edu.
The Montclarion | Craig McCarthy
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Schmitt
     “Languages are becoming really im-
portant to Montclair [and Schmitt Hall] 
will be the center for language learn-
ing,” said Dr. Lois Oppenheim, chair of 
the Department of Modern Language 
and Literatures. “It will put MSU on 
the map for languages.” 
     In addition to the new cutting edge 
technology on the first floor of the 
sprawling three-level building, there 
are also intimate classrooms settings, 
seminar rooms, a language testing cen-
ter and lounges for a more relaxed en-
vironment for students. 
     The building was named after Con-
rad J. Schmitt, a former Montclair stu-
dent. After graduating in 1958 with a 
B.A. in Spanish, French and English, 
Schmitt went on to teach foreign lan-
guages at Montclair College. In addi-
tion, he also worked for McGraw-Hill 
Construction to Finley Hall began on Sept. 2, 2010
It will now be called Schmitt Hall
The total projected cost was $18.8 million
The building will be open and ready for use for the upcoming spring semester
It will house part of the College of  Humanities and Social Sciences
Continued From Page 1
Accident
'Occupy MSU' Sign Appears Over Life Hall
The Montclarion | Katie WInters
A sign that read "Education is a Right! Have a Voice! Occupy MSU" was placed over Life Hall. 
publishing, writing/co-writing over 250 
textbooks in Spanish and French. 
     “Montclair State transformed my 
life and gave me the tools I needed for 
a successful future,” Schmitt said, cit-
ing his love for small classes with indi-
vidual attention from faculty. 
     The expansion to Schmitt Hall is 
well-needed, considering all the new 
updates the Modern Language Depart-
ment is offering students. 
     For the first time, the Department is 
offering their annual international es-
say writing contest to both undergrad 
and grad students, both majors and 
non-majors. 
     Aditionally, two new hires have been 
added to the German program. Dr. 
Thomas Herold will be the new coordi-
nator and professor, while Dr. Pascal 
LaFountain was added as a new profes-
sor. Furthermore, new hire Dr. Chunjie 
Zhang will be the new coordinator and 
professor for the Chinese program. 
     Senior Hayley Wolosz said, “I think 
the move is fabulous. Considering there 
are so many majors in Dickson, I think 
that it is good that they’ll have more 
space in Schmitt.” 
     Junior Brandon Lewis said, “I think 
it’s good that the University is expand-
ing their resources that are openly 
accessible for students. I’m definitely 
impressed, but I hope they don’t limit 
it to one building. Hopefully, they will 
continue to expand across campus for 
students and faculty.” 
     More information on the Department 
of Modern Languages and Literatures 
can be found on the Montclair website 
or through contacting Dr. Oppenheim 
at oppenheiml@mail.montclair.edu. 
limp.
     Greg Messner, a student at Mont-
clair, has the majority of his classes in 
Dickson Hall. “I feel like I always have 
to dodge cars driving down that side-
walk,” he said. 
     The influx of students in that area, 
in conjunction with the cars traveling 
there, can create an unsafe impasse 
to class. “I wish I didn’t have to worry 
about cars hitting me in the middle of 
campus,” Messner said.
     Timothy Fox, sergeant of the Uni-
versity Police, reminds the campus that 
cars are not supposed to travel in that 
region. “The University Police reminds 
drivers that the academic core is closed 
to all personal vehicles at all times,” he 
said.
     The driver of the vehicle was issued 
summonses for reckless driving and 
driving on a sidewalk. Various other 
summonses have already been issued 
to drivers who attempt to operate their 
vehicles in those areas. This does not 
mean, however, that the academic core 
is closed to all vehicles. Business-relat-
ed vehicles will still be seen operating 
there.
     Due to ongoing legal issues, minimal 
information has been released about 
the parties involved. The student is 
represented by the law offices of James 
J. Curry, who declined to comment.
     A banner proclaiming, “Educa-
tion is a Right! Have a Voice. Occupy 
MSU,” was dropped from Life Hall 
yesterday morning.  It was taken 
down between 3 and 4 p.m. 
     While no one is taking credit for 
this banner drop, Lisa Grab, coordi-
nator of SDS said, “The banner drop 
as not an official action of MSU SDS, 
but it is quite possible that it was the 
work of an autonomous splinter group 
who were inspired by SDS’s politics of 
empowerment.” 
     The police and University adminis-
tration were not available for comment 
on this situation. The SGA declined to 
comment.
     Students seem generally unfazed 
by the banner, most walking by with 
little more than a glance. 
     When asked about the banner, 
senior Angel Tuohy said, “I don’t 
fully agree that education is a right. 
You don’t need a university educa-
tion to tell the difference beteen salt 
and sugar. It’s supposed to be where 
you go to become an expert. For those 
people who are able to prove they are 
worth the investment, public universi-
ties should be manageable. I think the 
whole occupy thing is in the complete-
ly wrong place.” 
Katie Winters
Managing editor
The Montclarion | Erica Krivede
No Groups Have Taken Credit for the Banner
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Top 5 Holiday Gifts
Voted by the Editorial Staff
     The NOOK Simple Touch  e-reader is 
perfect for every college student on-the-
go. It’s small, light weight and easy for 
travelling. With the built-in wi-fi, you 
can download nearly any book in sec-
onds. Plus, it’s only $99, which is more 
affordable than the price of a tablet.
Courtesy of barnesandnoble.com
     For the video gamer on your list, 
check out Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 
3. According to gamers, MW3 is similar 
to the other games in the series, but the 
creators added more story to the back-
ground. For $60, you can get this game 
from anywhere games are sold.
Courtesy of gamestop.com
     Many of the staff agree that homemade sentiments 
mean more than the material items. As great as it feels 
to receive something you “wanted” for the holidays, it’s 
much better to receive something handmade with love. 
Whether it be a home-cooked meal or a knitted scarf, a 
handmade gift shows that someone spent time on mak-
ing your gift, not to mention it’s one of the least expen-
sive ways to give everyone a little something.
     Nothing is more romantic than a night in New York 
City. Take a walk around the Rockefeller Christmas tree 
before exploring Broadway or Radio City. If you’re unfa-
miliar with the sites, visit the Hard Rock Café on Broad-
way or the Empire State Building on Fifth Ave and 34th 
Street. Broadway tickets run from $50 to $350, depend-
ing on which show you want to see and the location of the 
seats. 
Courtesy of radiocitychristmas.com
     If you’re shopping for your girlfriend, 
whom you recently started dating, get 
her a necklace of her favorite animal 
or hobby. Any piece of jewelry will do. 
Charm bracelets are also the season’s 
“in” gift. They allow you to mix and 
match the charms as well, if she has 
multiple hobbies. Simple jewelry rang-
es from $10 to $40, and charm brace-
lets range from $100 to $300, depend-
ing on styles of charms and where you 
buy them.
Courtesy of jcpenny.com
     When in doubt, gift cards are always presents that 
are never returned. I know that giving a gift card might 
not be the optimal Christmas present. However, the re-
cipient can buy what he wants without the hassle of re-
turning the ugly sweater he never asked for.
Courtesy of americanexpress.com
Courtesy of Katie Winters
It’s a Hip-Hop Christmas, After All
Keila Fernandez
Staff Writer
     ‘Tis the season for a hip hop-flavored 
holiday. I’m talking about head-nodding 
beats, gritty backing tracks, booming 
rap vocals and fun lyrics. Since its be-
ginnings in the late 1970s, hip-hop and 
Christmas have been a gift sent from 
holiday heaven. If you’re looking for a 
less traditional way to lift your holiday 
cheer, a hip-hop Christmas may be the 
way to go this year.
     It all started in 1979 when Kurtis 
Blow, one of hip hop’s pioneers, decided 
to debut a song titled, “Christmas Rap-
pin.” In this record, Blow introduced 
listeners to a new style of Christmas 
music, but it wasn’t until Run DMC 
that hip hop holiday songs gained 
mainstream success.
    In 1987, Run DMC released “Christ-
mas in Hollis” in 1987. It was the only 
hip hop record included in the Christ-
mas compilation album, “A Very Spe-
cial Christmas,” recorded as a benefit 
album to assist the Special Olympics. 
     “I remember being five or six and 
seeing Run DMC’s Christmas video for 
the first time,” said Alex Thompson, a 
senior at MSU. “Growing up in Queens, 
I felt like the coolest kid after that.” 
     The fun and spirited video features 
Run DMC walking around a snow-cov-
ered Hollis, Queens rapping about their 
Christmas ventures. They find and re-
turn Santa Claus’ lost wallet, have din-
ner with their families and conclude 
their night by using their Christmas 
gifts from Santa: two microphones and 
a set of turntables. 
     “It really is one of my favorite Christ-
mas songs,” said Thompson.
 Many people in this genera- 
tion would agree with Thompson, as 
“Christmas in Hollis” reached number 
78 on Billboard’s Hot R&B/Hip Hop 
Songs list last December.
    Sharing a Billboard spot with Run 
DMC is Kanye West’s Christmas song, 
“Christmas in Harlem.” A common 
trend in hip hop is using personal ex-
periences to illustrate stories, and that 
is what West did as he rhymed about 
what Christmas is like in Harlem, New 
York. 
     Hip hop has even influenced popular 
holiday songs such as George Michael’s 
platinum-selling “Last Christmas,” 
which now includes a hip hop remixed 
version. 
    Hip Hop Christmas music has also 
made its way to classic television 
shows. A perfect example is Kathie Lee 
Gifford’s hip hop rendition of “Twas the 
Night Before Christmas” on “Kathie 
Lee’s Rock ‘n Tots Café: A Christmas 
Gift,” a Pee Wee’s Playhouse special. On 
this record, Gifford raps about prepar-
ing the house for a Christmas party.
     “Who knew Kathie Lee could rap? 
Definitely one of my favorite Christmas 
memories,” said Thompson.
     In Georgetown, Texas, there’s a home 
that hosts, what residents call, a “hip 
hop holiday light show.” It takes place 
every night until January from 5:30 to 
11 p.m., in 10-minute intervals. 
   The lights flash in rhythm to some 
of the holiday’s most popular Christ-
mas pop and hip hop songs, including 
DJ Angelo’s “Scratchin’ Christmas” and 
LMFAO’s “Rock Party Anthem.” For 
those who can not make their way to 
Texas, the show can be seen on www.
georgetownholidays.com. 
     If you’re tired of rocking around the 
Christmas tree and want something less 
traditional, pick up your microphone 
and rap about Christmas time in your 
hometown. From music to decorations, 
there are several ways to incorporate a 
little hip hop into your holiday.  
     “Hip hop is dominating music right 
now; it’s almost time for it to dominate 
Christmas too,” laughed Thompson. 
Courtesy of georgetownholidays.comWhat came to be known as the Georgetown house is 
decorated for Halloween and Christmas in spectacular 
lights and lawn ornaments and synchronized to music.
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Christmas Traditions 
Throughout Latin America
Bianca Perez
Staff Writer
     The holidays are a time of joy and 
celebration when warm fuzzy feelings 
are in abundance. But for many, it is a 
time to meet new people – a boyfriend’s, 
girlfriend’s or friend’s family. Between 
trying to make a good impression and 
getting acquainted with different tra-
ditions, stress can quickly overshadow 
joy. You can start loosening those shoul-
der muscles because here is a guide for 
Red Hawks who will encounter a new 
holiday tradition this season.   
     “I was nervous because it was very 
new to me and I didn’t want to em-
barrass myself or insult anyone,” said 
Michael Sihombig about the first time 
he spent Christmas at his girlfriend’s 
house. 
  “Noche Buena is equivalent to 
Thanksgiving. It is a time to reflect on 
the past year and spend time with fam-
ily,” says Darius Echeverria, professor 
of Latino Studies.
    The Noche Buena celebration usu-
ally starts early in the day with dinner 
preparations. “My mom and grandma 
usually spend the whole first half of the 
day cooking while uncles and cousins 
come over and talk in the living room,” 
says Jose Garcia, a Honduran. Garcia 
says tamales made of corn-based dough 
mixed with veggies, and most often 
pork, which are then boiled or steamed 
inside leaves, are a holiday staple in 
his home. 
     While it complicates things, it is im-
portant to understand that the Hispan-
ic community is made of people from 
many different ethnic backgrounds and 
diverse walks of life, according to Ech-
everria. No tradition is done the same 
from country to country, so erase ste-
reotypes. 
     “However, if there is something that 
is broad based among almost all Lati-
nos, it’s the celebration of Noche Bue-
na,” says Echeverria. Christmas Eve, 
or Noche Buena, which translates to 
holy night, is the center of holiday cel-
ebrations for most Hispanics. 
     Zachary Quiles, of Puerto Rican 
descent, says that like many others, 
Lechon is the center of her holiday 
meal. Lechon, a suckling pig often 
roasted whole, is a culinary tradition 
that began in Spain. 
     Drinks are also a must in most holi-
day celebrations, and while the variety 
can be huge, ranging from ciders to 
creamy concoctions, ponches are widely 
popular and international. Ponches are 
often mixed juices common to the fam-
ily’s national background with either 
wine or spirits. 
     “In my house we use red wine, which 
is a fixture in any Chilean house, mixed 
with grape and apple juices, which 
mesh well,” said Yasna Perez, of Chil-
ean descent.
     “One thing I can say is [that] we 
really like to party and the louder the 
better,” said Quiles.
     Music ranges in styles. It is often 
tropical and festive, says Mongor-
Lizarrabengoa. Quiles said music is the 
center of trulla or asalto, which trans-
lates to an assault, a popular Puerto 
Rican tradition. In Puerto Rico, a fam-
ily will go to a neighbor’s house and 
sing Christmas carols until they open 
the door. This is done throughout the 
month of December. These Christmas 
carols are accompanied by rhythmic 
beats and are often danced to. 
  “In the U.S. we choose a friend’s 
house out of a bag and let them know 
in advance we are coming. We show up 
singing Christmas songs, playing in-
struments and with food. The asaltos 
turn into small parties,” said Quiles. 
     Decorations are also a big part of a 
Hispanic Christmas. “Latin American 
countries are overwhelmingly Catho-
lic. Religious decorations are popular 
all year long, but during the holidays, 
religious ornaments are the most popu-
lar,” says Echeverria.
     According to Mongor-Lizarrabengoa, 
crosses and images of the Virgin Mary 
can be seen throughout the year, but 
none are as popular as the nativity 
scene. 
     Nativities can be simple or elaborate 
but they often become an active part of 
the celebration. “In my house we place 
the baby Jesus in the nativity at mid-
night on Noche Buena as we bring out 
a birthday cake,” said Quiles. Many 
Mexican Americans sing las manani-
tas, a traditional birthday song as they 
place the figurine.
     For many, the highlight of Noche 
Buena is the opening of gifts at mid-
night. “The idea of waiting until [mid-
night] to open gifts is to see the pres-
ents as symbolic blessings brought by 
Jesus through his birth,” said Garcia. 
However, some Hispanics attend the 
Misa de Gallo, midnight mass, instead 
of opening presents. 
     “While midnight mass is Catholic 
and not necessarily Hispanic at its root, 
it is something that has been appropri-
ated, maintained and advanced by His-
panics in the U.S.,” says Echeverria. At 
the Misa de Gallo, sermons focus on the 
birth of Jesus.  
     Dia de los Reyes, or Three Kings Day, 
usually marks the end of the holiday 
season for Hispanics, as well as devout 
Catholics around the globe. On this day, 
Catholics commemorate the revelation 
of Jesus as the son of God specifically to 
the Magi. Celebrations for Three Kings 
Day are usually less elaborate than for 
Noche Buena. Gift giving, mainly to 
children, is widespread. Hay is some-
times left for the Magi’s camels by the 
nativity scene or under the bed and 
then replaced with small gifts equiva-
lent to stocking stuffers. 
     Many Hispanics eat rosca de los 
reyes, a pastry made with orange blos-
som water, butter and topped with can-
died fruits. A small doll representing 
the baby Jesus is placed inside of it. In 
Mexico and Central America, whoever 
gets the statue in their piece of rosca 
has to throw a party. “Many cultures 
have a holiday pastry, but like most La-
tino traditions the rosca leads to more 
festivities,” says Garcia.
     If you might experience these tradi-
tions for the first time this season, it 
is important to remember is to keep an 
open mind. Ask questions to the person 
inviting you so you feel prepared, says 
Mongor-Lizarrabengoa. “I’ve had peo-
ple of different cultures in my house for 
the holidays and I’ve noticed the more 
informed they are going in the more 
they enjoy themselves.”
     “In the end, we all know the true 
meaning of these festivities is to be to-
gether and have fun,” said Quiles. 
What to Get Your Guy for Christmas
Kat Kenny
Chief Copy editor
     Just because you’re watching the 
bills in your wallet slowly disappear 
this year, doesn’t mean your man will 
be stuck unwrapping funny socks (“Oh 
good, I needed new socks”) a candy bar 
(“These sure are my favorites”), and a 
DVD he may or may not have forgot-
ten he already had (“I was wondering 
where this went”).
      You can always play it safe with a gift 
card, but we all know what that brand 
of disappointment feels like. Here are 
some ways to give him the things he 
never knew he wanted this Christmas 
without getting your heat and electric 
turned off.
     • Sit down with your boyfriend/fian-
cé/husband/lover boy and assess your 
Christmas budget. Talk about how “big” 
you want your gift exchange to be. 
    Do you want to stick with more per-
sonal, inside-joke, silly grab-bag gifts? 
Or maybe one big present for each of 
you? The better you understand the 
direction you’re both planning to go in, 
the more you ensure that one of you 
won’t be too bummed on the 25th.
     • Is your man a total music nerd? 
Even if you don’t necessarily agree with 
his music tastes, you can still get him a 
thoughtful gift he can geek-out about. 
     Keep it small with a concert DVD 
of his favorite band, a rockin’ single on 
vinyl or an old album he’s been search-
ing for. For you big spenders, see if any 
of his favorite artists are touring in the 
upcoming year. Get a ticket for each of 
you — or if you’re really generous (and 
hate the band), a ticket for him and a 
buddy!
     • If sports are more his thing, give 
yourself a gift too and get him a new 
jersey to replace that old, “lucky” one 
he never washes. Or what about team-
related collector’s items, kitschy mugs 
and bobbleheads?
     Really generous givers might want 
to think about a Fantasy Day or tick-
ets for a game — even if you’re super 
high up in the stands, you’ll still be to-
gether!
     • The obvious choice if your guy is 
obsessed with movies and TV is a DVD 
or BluRay — but what about a box set 
of an old show he used to love? Or may-
be a collection of movies with a favor-
ite actor — cuddle up under a blanket 
with a big bowl of popcorn and laze the 
night away.
     • If you’ve been lucky enough to land 
a stud who loves to read, think outside 
the box this Christmas. A gift card to a 
bookstore is nice, but getting two cop-
ies of a book you’d love to read together 
is even better, and a limited or anni-
versary edition of his all-time favorite 
novel that he could keep forever would 
go a long way.
     If your bookworm already has ev-
erything, and if you find some extra 
cash stashed away, see if he’d be in-
terested in an eBook (like Kindle™ or 
NOOK™).
  • Assuming he already knows a 
thing or two about maintaining his 
suave and polished or ruggedly hand-
some appearance, a new aftershave or 
cologne might be up his alley.
   The bearded gent might enjoy a new 
razor or trimmer set, with all sorts of 
attachments for the gadget-lover in 
him. 
    Pick out a body spray that you think 
is irresistible and stuff it in his stock-
ing — but remember, unless you’re 
sure he’ll love it too, stick with sample 
sizes of a few different scents. This is a 
gift for you, too — he’ll smell a new sort 
of fresh every day!
    • Opening more gifts is always more 
fun, and you can top off your man’s 
Christmas morning with the right 
stocking stuffers.
    Hit up your drugstore’s holiday isle 
for mixes of candy, mini hair and body 
products and funny doodads you’ve 
picked out just for him.
   Stocking stuffers are meant to be 
thoughtful but inexpensive, so a new 
air freshener or shammy for his car 
would absolutely do the trick.
   And of course, there’s always the 
tried-and-true coupon gift, offering an 
at-home meal followed by a sexy mas-
Some Gifting Don’ts:
     •Clothes and electronics are extreme-
ly iffy gifts for a guy. Unless he’s told you 
specifically what he wants, a gift card is 
your best bet for gadgets.
     • Ladies, don’t be his mom — giving 
your man socks and underwear is so weird! 
If you’re giving them as a gag gift, no prob-
lem, but don’t get him a six-pack of Hanes 
undershirts.
sage, a night out for a movie and ro-
mantic dinner or an explicit play-by-
play of a night including you, him and a 
new piece of lingerie. Make Christmas 
night just as merry as the morning!
     • Lastly, whether it’s your style to 
give it before the presents or as a finale, 
the perfect card can put the finishing 
touch on all of the wrapped gifts you’ve 
given him.
     You know your guy best — if a funny, 
guy-humor card is more his style, don’t 
give him something flowery and gush-
ing with lovey-dovey emotion.
    Make sure he knows how lucky you 
feel to be spending the Holidays with 
him, but that no matter what time of 
year, the best present will always be 
you.  
Courtesy of puertopadre.comLechon, or roasted suckling pig, is often a Christmas tradition 
for Latino families.
Aaliyyah Harris 
Sophomore 
Theater Studies 
     I always found those moments when 
you have to share a revolving door with 
a stranger to be the most awkward, 
though I didn’t mind bumping into 
Harris in one on my way to lunch. Her 
top bun, fresh face and neutral color 
palette caught my eye instantly. I loved 
the way the touch of color in her scarf 
popped in relation to her warm grey 
sweater. 
    She described her personal style as 
being carefree and comfortable, which 
was apparent in her oversized graphic 
coat that had a tribal feel to it. Not too 
set on trends, this fashion-conscious 
maven would much rather wear what 
she likes. This is fashion done right! 
R: What is one of your most cherished 
holiday memories? 
A: Christmas when I was 11. It was fun 
because I had a new little cousin; she 
was like three or four [years old]. She 
was opening up all of her presents and 
it was cute.
R: What would you say are the top 
three must-have items of the season?
A: I would definitely say a cool pair of 
riding boots; everyone needs a pair of 
riding boots this season. [Also] I’m into 
scarves, so a nice scarf and a cool pair 
of sunglasses. 
R: If you had to give one word of ad-
vice to the campus community on style, 
what would it be? 
A: Don’t wear sweats everyday. I know 
they are comfortable, but this is just as 
comfortable and you look cooler. 
Rashard Bradshaw
Staff Writer
Indi-visuals: Holiday Edition
     Finals are almost over and the 
holidays are just around the corner. If 
you haven’t found the perfect gift for 
the fashion lover in your life, be sure 
to check out bluefly.com. You probably 
know bluefly.com for their inspiring 
“Closet Confession” commercials with 
the likes of Johnny Weir, Bethenny 
Frankel and Christian Siriano.
     Bluefly calls itself “the ultimate hook-
up for the fashion obsessed,” which is 
very true, considering it is one of my 
favorite websites to shop.
   Just for the holiday season, Bluefly 
has an amazing gift guide, just in case 
you’ve hit a roadblock in what to get 
your favorite guy or girl this season.
     The website has a lot to choose from: 
outer wear, shoes, handbags, jewelry 
and beauty products. You can also 
browse by your favorite designers or 
just for men or women.
     In addition to Bluefly’s fabulous gift 
giving ideas, right now they are offer-
ing up to 75 percent off of their entire 
site! (They have a separate section for 
browsing just clearance also.)
    This means Furla purses, originally 
$375, are now $150 and great Michael 
by Michael Kors fingerless gloves which 
were originally $48 are now $24.
    If you are shopping for the fashion-
forward man in your life, there are 
Theory ties for $46, originally $98, or 
Marc by Marc Jacobs tees for $43, orig-
inally $78. 
     If you’re an online shopper, Bluefly.
com offers free shipping for a limited 
time. Plus, the website warns to order 
before Dec. 16 to receive it on time.
     Whoever you are shopping for this 
holiday, Bluefly’s gift guide makes it su-
per easy to find something perfect that 
they are going to love! Happy holidays 
and happy shopping glamazons!
Mara Balagtas
Staff Writer
Fashionably Early
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Theory tie, available in eclipse, black, char-
coal, crisp navy, light cement and navy blue 
colors as well as stripes, textured, silk or 
wool options. All varieties available for $46. 
Act quickly, because some are already sold 
out.
!
Photos courtesy of bluefly.com
Michael by Michael Kors fingerless, wool 
gloves, also available in black, brown or deep 
fuscia. For 50 percent off, these gloves won’t 
last long in stock! Hurry to their website for 
$24 deals on these fashion-forward gloves.
Josef Trajanoski
Senior 
Animation/Illustration  
     Walking around the Quad, you are 
bound to bump into interesting people 
going about their day-to-day lives. I 
met Trajanoski as he sat on the steps 
reading. His style, which had a touch of 
the debonair vibe of the ‘50s, definitely 
stood out from the waves of hoodies and 
other bulky winter apparel. 
     He described his take on fashion 
as old fashioned because he references 
various classic looks into his everyday 
wardrobe. He has a deep admiration for 
the styles of the past, which is very ap-
parent from the way he styles his hair 
to the frame of his glasses. 
R: What is one of your most cherished 
holiday memories? 
J: Probably when I was about five years 
old getting a toy guitar; it was pretty 
nice. 
R:What would you say are the top three 
must-have items of the season? 
J: Sunglasses because it’s sunny out. 
Other than that, a scarf because it’s 
cold and a jacket to keep warm.  
R: If you had to give one word of ad-
vice to the campus community on style, 
what would it be? 
J: Dress the way you want. 
Pablo Correa
Sophomore
Undecided 
Cara Iodice 
Sophomore 
Fashion Studies 
     I met this fashion conscious duo on 
my way to class. The harsh winter tem-
perature of the day seemed to have had 
no effect on their fashion as it show-
cased an artistic edge in academia. 
Thanks to some very warm headwear 
scarves, the two delivered chic looks in 
the frigid cold. 
R: What is one of your most cherished 
holiday memories? 
P: I love Thanksgiving, because I just 
get to eat whatever I want. 
C: I would say Thanksgiving too be-
cause the fall colors make me dress dif-
ferently. 
R: What would you say are the top 
three must-have items of the season? 
P: A nice color scheme!
C: I would say dark boots, skinny jeans 
and a cute scarf. 
R: If you had to give one word of ad-
vice to the campus community on style, 
what would it be? 
P: Be yourself and dress however you 
want, no matter what people say.
C: Be yourself and put your personal 
style into trends. 
Fashion Forward Stocking 
Stuffers 
     Here are some holiday treats that 
will turn the biggest Grinch into a hap-
py elf!  
Barneys.com $65
     
     For all of you Lady Gaga fans, Bar-
neys NY has teamed up with Mother 
Monster to deliver a shopping experi-
ence right out of Lady Gaga’s imagina-
tion. If you’re looking to find a treat for 
that tea drinker in your life the “Dia-
mond” teacup is the perfect gift. 
!
slickwraps.com $25
     
     The search for the world’s cutest 
technology case has happily come to 
an end! For the smartphone addict you 
love, head over to slickwraps.com for 
their selection of eye-catching cases for 
everything from the iPhone to a Kin-
dle. 
!
urbanoutfitters.com $39
     
     When it’s cold outside, there’s noth-
ing like a hat to help keep your head 
and ears warm and cozy. The Yeti Mon-
ster hat from Urban Outfitters is the 
definition of cute and I’m sure your 
boyfriend would look phenomenal in it. 
The cute details and tassels make this 
gift the type that keeps giving.
Photos courtesy of Rashard Bradshaw
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Sitters wanted. 
$12+ per hour. 
Babysitting, 
housesitting, 
petsitting. 
Register free 
for jobs near 
campus or home 
and start earning 
cash now! www.
student-sitter.
com
Child Care
Want to advertise or  
promote your business? 
Are you looking to hire 
or have rooms for rent? Advertise with 
The Montclarion! 
Email montclarionads@gmail.com
for more information and details.
This will be  
The Montclarion’s  
last issue for the semester.
The staff wishes everyone a safe and fun break! 
Happy Holidays!
msuproduction@gmail.com
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The Montclarion 
is looking for 
cartoonists! 
 
Email  
msuproduction@
gmail.com
for more 
details!
Last week’s Answers
The Montclarion
has open positions!
We are looking for 
Cartoonists 
Writers 
Photographers 
and more! 
 
Stop by our office at 
The Student Center Annex 
Room 113 for more information!
Christmas Crossword
Christmas is fast approaching! Solve this festive 
holiday puzzle. 
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Across
3 Decorate this large 
plant 
5 Give these to your 
friends and loved 
ones 
7 Festive mode of 
transportation 
9 Who has a shining 
red nose? 
10 Snack for Santa 
11 Be careful not to 
slip on this! 
13 A popular flower 
during Christmas 
14 The jolly old man 
who gives out 
presents 
Down
1 Jungle _____ 
2 The Christmas kissing 
plant 
4 This type of weather 
falls around 
Christmas season 
6 This famous holiday's 
animal 
8 This famous 
snowman 
12 These small little 
helpers 
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Have Yourself a... Nice Day?
  ell, it’s that time of 
the year again — when the 
weather gets colder and people 
get together with friends and 
loved ones to gather around the 
[expletive deleted] to celebrate 
[insert traditional religious or 
secular belief here] in the spirit 
of love and kindness towards 
all mankind. 
 One thing’s for sure: it’s the 
most wonderful offensive time 
of the year!
 We at The Montclarion don’t 
like offending people — and 
when we do, we are quick to 
apologize — but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean that we agree 
with all of this hypersensitivity 
around the winter holiday sea-
son. 
 These days, people seem to 
be more prone to offense and 
quicker to offend than ever before 
and this ridiculousness needs to 
come to an end. 
 We have become a country 
of cynics that would rather tire-
lessly argue semantics than have 
the patience to recognize that we 
aren’t really all that different.
 We understand that there are 
people who take their faith very 
seriously and that commitment is 
admirable, but in this global com-
munity where people are virtually 
closer than ever before, there is no 
longer room for this war on winter 
festivities. 
 America is no longer a mono-
theistic country, but a country that 
adopts and accepts many faiths 
equally. 
 This means that we need to 
stop fighting over the technicali-
ties and embrace the spirit of the 
season, which is, ironically, stop-
ping the fighting and celebrating 
the one time of the year when 
people feel truly compelled to go 
out of their way for the sake of oth-
ers.
 We have become a xenophobic 
society where everyone is so wor-
ried they are losing their unique 
identity that they take any differ-
ences as threats and can only find 
comfort in the “preservation” of 
old-fashioned beliefs in a dynamic, 
ever-changing world. 
 In a time when the world is up 
in arms in revolution, thousands 
of people are dying every year 
from wartime violence and our 
government still permits hydraulic 
fracturing, one of the least impor-
tant things to worry about is the 
“sanctity” of our respective winter 
holidays.
 The wonderful thing about reli-
gious holidays is that they are 
based around faith, which is as 
individual as it is varied, and no 
one can take that away. 
 Whether or not the White House 
calls a decorated fir a “Christmas 
Tree” or a “Holiday Tree” doesn’t 
cheapen your gifts, a menorah in 
the town square doesn’t mean we 
are abandoning our morals and 
someone wishing you a “Merry 
Christmas” on the street corner 
isn’t a personal attack on your reli-
gious beliefs.
 No matter what you celebrate, 
the holiday season is ultimately 
about individuals coming together 
in the spirit of peace, love and 
goodwill to others regardless of 
their belief, color, gender, sexuality 
or social status. 
 It’s about liberating ourselves 
Hannah Scherba | The Montclarion
W 
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from the trivial problems and 
constant worries that we have 
to put up with for the other 11 
months of the year and enjoying 
a few days or merely hours with 
the people we love.
 So whether you are air-
ing your Festivus grievances, 
minding to your Crimbus bush, 
observing the Pastafarian 
“Holiday,” experiencing 
enlightenment on Bodhi Day, 
commemorating miracles on 
Hanukkah, celebrating diver-
sity on Kwanzaa, burning the 
Yule log on the Winter Solstice 
or lighting up the Christmas 
tree, may each and every one of 
you have a happy and prosper-
ous… Winter break.
  There. Now no one can write 
us an angry letter.
  
Hannah Scherba | The Montclarion
     
What’s your opinion on 
Brittany Clemente
Senior
Broadcasting
“Being a religious person, I do 
miss saying ‘Merry Christmas’ 
because it means a lot to me, 
but I’ve learned that it is rude 
to just assume because you 
can offend somebody. When 
I’m at home with my family, I 
just say ‘Merry Christmas.’”
Aaron Vascimini
Senior
Broadcasting
“I really have no preference. 
If someone says ‘Happy Holi-
days,’ then it’s really no big 
deal.”
Jocelyn Schneider
Sophomore
Graphic Design
“I really don’t care. I’m Jewish 
and I say ‘Merry Christmas’ to 
people and they say it to me. 
I mean, it’s the holiday season 
so it’s all good.”
Meghan Dougherty
Sophomore
Graphic Design
“It doesn’t offend me either 
way, but I think it’s silly if 
people get offended if you say 
‘Merry Christmas.’ When you 
are wishing someone a happy 
holiday, you are basically saying 
‘Have a good day!’”
holiday greetings?
Students Speak
michelle pisarri
columnist
Michelle Pisarri, an English major, is in her first year 
as a columnist for The Montclarion.
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  ake a 
minute to 
think of 
some of 
your favor-
ite older 
films that 
have a vil-
lain, an 
antagonist 
or a “bad 
guy.” 
 Now I want you to think about the more 
recent films to have come out and the 
villainy that has been portrayed within 
them. 
 Do you notice a difference?
 Some of you may even be inclined to say 
that some of the newer films are lacking 
villains altogether.
 I’m not so sure I agree with that senti-
ment. 
 It seems to me that villainy in film just 
isn’t quite as black and white as it used to 
be. 
 Yes, these films may be lacking a clear-
cut villainous character, but allow me to 
clarify. Perhaps villainy doesn’t have to be 
personified. Perhaps villainy can be found 
within a situation or within one’s self.
 It’s becoming apparent that a certain 
shift in villainy has occurred (or is occur-
ring). 
 Barring Superhero movies, we are see-
ing more and more of a prevalence of 
internal conflict (man vs. himself) at the 
expense of an external one (good vs. evil).
 It may also be worthwhile to note that 
scare tactics in horror films have also 
changed in recent times; there seem to be a 
lot more films with internal, psychological 
thrills.
 As opposed to murderers lurking in 
the shadows of our bedrooms, we now find 
dark secrets lurking in the shadows of our 
minds, and that, ladies and gentlemen, is 
perhaps more frightening than any physi-
cal scare tactic. 
 What do you think is the cause for the 
sudden trend and what does it say about our 
society? 
 Perhaps the audiences of our generation 
just aren’t scared or impassioned by the 
things that we now consider classically vil-
lainous, classically evil or classically scary.
 Arguments could be made from all spec-
trums: kids these days are desensitized; 
kids these days are too influenced by the 
evil in society and the world around them.
 Whatever the cause, the answer remains 
the same: classic villains just don’t cut it 
anymore. 
 Some of you may still be scratching your 
heads for some examples of this internal 
villainy, so a few examples (in my mind) 
might be: Inception, Shutter Island and 
Black Swan.
 These films were three huge box-office 
hits that sent chills of terror into the psyche 
of millions worldwide. 
 Two of them have to do with the indi-
vidual’s internal struggle with madness — 
one of which was brought upon by the very 
real pressure of society — and the third has 
to do with the internal struggle of “moving 
on.”
 I’ll also note that there is (and has been 
for a very long time) an enormous market 
for these types of films in Europe, with 
films such as: Dogtooth, The Bothersome 
Man (one of my favorite films ever) and 
Troubled Water.  
 Dogtooth is an unsettling, yet absolutely 
brilliant commentary on adolescents cut off 
from the outside world by an over-protective 
father, The Bothersome Man is a beau-
tifully disturbing Norwegian film about 
human existence and Troubled Water is 
a Norwegian film about a newly released 
prisoner with a dark past, trying to start 
fresh.
 In these three films, society’s inexorable 
influence, a strange and inescapable exis-
tence and a man’s haunting past (respec-
tively) serve as the villains. 
 Personally, I find conflicts and stories 
like this to be the most interesting, and 
they are some of the main reasons that I 
became an English major.
 Internal conflict and struggle with the 
unknown is not only portrayed in films, it is 
heavily lyricized  between some of the most 
brilliantly written pages of all time. 
 I guess what I’m trying to get at is: how, 
as a film-loving society, have we come to 
this point?
 How is it that classic villain figures and 
classic scare tactics just don’t faze us any-
more? 
 I guess, like most things in life, villains 
in film had to evolve one day; they had to 
become situations and scenarios that could 
intertwine themselves with out psyche. 
 They had to become our deepest, darkest 
fears: ourselves.
      s I sat at 
my dinner table 
with my fam-
ily discussing 
the latest and 
greatest news 
— that pertain-
ing to the GOP 
elections — my 
brothers men-
tioned some-
thing rather 
striking. They were four words that left me 
pontificating upon their claims. 
 “It’s a reality show.” 
 I always had an understanding that the 
elections and past elections were sensation-
alized, but to classify it as a reality show was 
a notion unformulated on my behalf.
 So I ask: Have you not sat down and real-
ized the chaos that we have witnessed dur-
ing these GOP elections? During elections in 
general? The elections have grown into such 
elephantine ordeals that to call such circum-
stances mundane would be a fallacy.
 When I conceptualize what characterizes 
a reality TV show by my own standards I 
allude to the following: Most consist of ordi-
nary, everyday people (sometimes celebri-
ties), with a personalized projected depiction 
of their perspective pertaining to life. 
 Nevertheless, must we not neglect that 
there is always the argument of whether or 
not it is scripted, if it is real, truthful, whole-
hearted or an illusion of such things. 
 From that backstage perspective: is it 
about writers and producers striving to 
mesmerize their audiences with the next 
best thing, since they believe it will be what 
brings in ratings and beloved fans — a.k.a 
money — and not 1,000 percent faithful 
to the ideals of the main character of the 
show? 
 Next, it is participants trying to make 
sure they make some form of an impact, are 
remembered or become famous. Participants 
that possibly just do what they are told to be 
“successful in the reality television world.” 
 People simply trying to promote them-
selves for admiration and acceptance from 
the crowd. 
 In addition, the “unthinkable” happening 
during those shows seems to be what drives 
ratings this generation — therefore result-
ing as a major variable in reality shows. 
 Think, Snooki being involved in an abusive 
incident, Paris Hilton and Kim Kardashain 
sex tape scandals, Danny Bonaduce falling 
off a celebrity high horse due to drug induce-
ment or celebrity rehabs rehashing of celeb-
rities past. 
 These situations — compared to elections 
— seem like separate worlds,  but in fact are 
(with elections being extremely arguable) 
conglomerates of reality TV. 
 There has been an over-abundance of 
GOP debates. It actually makes my head 
spin. It is as if they mimic episodes of a 
show. 
 Yes, the candidates are performing the 
duties of what individuals running for presi-
dential candidacy typically do: stating and 
pleading their cases as to why they are 
favorable, accompanied by projecting their 
stances. This is nothing new.
 However, while presenting ideals, there is 
an incorporated delicate spin or sugar coat to 
make sure it appeals to their voters.
 Essentially, a president will say what 
they can, promote what they will and run 
with whatever campaign slogan that “gets 
the people going,” keeping their audiences 
believing and interested.
 The situations that drove the notion that 
elections are simply reality shows home were 
the sex scandals, the cheating and lying, 
the abominable media coverage of it and the 
dramatization of, well, everything. 
 Those are “unthinkable” situations. 
 There are scandals at least every few 
Watch Out, the New Villain is Ourselves
Latest thrillers use psychological scares to replace classic villains in films
travis lancaster
columnist
 T 
Travis Lancaster, an English major, is in his second 
year as a columnist for The Montclarion.
True Life: I’m a GOP Candidate
Is “The Jersey Shore” coming to the White House?
months now in elections (and even though 
it is not the focal point of my debate, all 
throughout politics). 
 For instance, attention had gravitated 
toward Herman Cain’s sex scandals, rath-
er than his political campaign. Now, it is 
completely subjective if the sex scandal is 
relevant to accepting him as president, but 
the fact of the matter is it will essentially be 
what he is remembered for (But he is remem-
bered — unfortunately just like Kim K and 
Paris Hilton). 
 We cannot be sure how elections will run 
in the future; all we can know is the elections 
today are over the top. There is too much of 
what we do not need to see, but some want 
to see; there is not enough of what we need 
to see and, for some, do not want to see. 
 Elections should be based on the facts: 
the candidates, not their embellished opin-
ions, their overzealous performances or 
something with the framework of a reality 
television show. 
 We don’t need reality television, but real 
television, based on essentials when it comes 
to presidential candidates, not social media 
desires.
 A
THE MONTCLARION MAILBAG
The Montclarion Mailbag Policy
All letters must be typed via e-mail and be submitted to The Montclarion by Monday at 9 p.m. Once received, letters or comments are the property of The 
Montclarion and Montelican Publishing, Inc. and may be edited for length, content, profanity and libel. No submissions will be printed unless they include the 
author’s name, year and major for students, the author’s name and title for non-students or a username for online comments. Only one letter or comment by an 
author will be printed each month. Letters and comments must pertain to issues addressed by Montclarion articles that occured in the previous print issue.. 
Letters or comments that advertise for a business or website will not be printed. Letters must be submitted through e-mail as Microsoft Word documents to 
msuopinion@gmail.com.
Dear Editor,
 There was a misprint in last week’s 
article, “Introducing Young Americans for 
Liberty.” The article says, “On Saturday, 
Dec. 2, six [YAL] members volunteered 
their time and effort at Eva’s Soup Kitchen 
in Paterson.” 
 The mistake is that those were not six 
YAL members; two were from SDS and 
do not want to be associated with YAL. 
YAL reached out to various organizations, 
including SDS, through a Facebook event 
about the volunteer work. 
 The Facebook event did not say the 
event was exclusive for YAL members and 
those from other organizations would not 
be acknowledged for their attendance. 
 The fact that YAL did not want to 
admit that almost half of the people who 
volunteered do not want to be associated 
with their super-conservative, individual-
istic and self-serving values suggests the 
reason why they wanted to volunteer in the 
first place: media attention and to feel good 
about themselves. 
 The Young Americans for Liberty 
believe that charity will solve all problems 
amongst the poor and therefore want to cut 
all social services to them. They are quoted 
as saying, “Why occupy Wall Street when 
you can help those in need through volun-
teering?” 
 I’d like to offer an answer to that ques-
tion that maybe YAL did not think about. 
 Occupy Wall Street tries the root cause 
of problems such as poverty by restructur-
ing the system to help the underprivileged 
and poor. 
 While volunteering is good, why stop at 
that when it is obvious that volunteering 
doesn’t solve any structural problems? 
 I think history has proven that throw-
ing a few bucks (or pieces of food) at the 
poor cannot solve poverty. 
 Doing this only lets the privileged feel 
good about themselves and allows them to 
go back to ignoring the poor while living 
their greedy and privileged lives. 
 
 Sincerely,
      
  Lisa Grab
 Concerning SDS’s role at “Eva’s Soup Kitchen in Paterson”
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The Music Man and River Town
Professor Joe Coco releases 40th album
    For the majority of the cam-
pus community, Joe Coco is 
just another professor teach-
ing an interesting class. But 
what most of us don’t realize is 
that he’s also a highly-accom-
plished musician with over 40 
recorded albums. The Mont-
clarion recently sat down with 
Professor Coco to discuss his 
recent work and other topics.
TM: Tell us a little about 
yourself. Who is Joe Coco?
JC: I’m a guitar player most-
ly, although I do have my de-
gree in triangle performance. 
I’m from Passaic originally. 
I went to North Arizona Uni-
versity for my undergraduate 
in painting, and then I did my 
master’s at the San Francisco 
Art Institute. I came back to 
Jersey, even though I current-
ly live right across the border 
in Pennsylvania in a tiny little 
village called Riegelsville — 
it’s certainly been an influ-
ence in my most recent work.
TM: How would you classify 
your work in terms of genre?
JC: My more recent stuff 
has been folk blues with 
a few elements of harder 
blues here and there; I’m 
a big fan of the blues style.
TM: Who would you say 
some of your influences are?
JC: BB King had this re-
ally interesting and economic 
use of call and response, and 
sound in general. Tom Waits 
is a lyrical powerhouse for me, 
I’ve been listening to him a 
lot lately. I love female coun-
try singers, too — they’ve 
got this acerbic, almost acid 
bite to their delivery.  I’ve 
also got John Fahey and Leo 
Caki on the mind a lot too.
TM: What’s it like be-
ing a professor 15 minutes 
from where you grew up?
JC: It’s interesting. I’ve been 
teaching here since 1999, 
when I started teaching art 
classes. Then I developed 
the course “Rap and Rock 
as Cultural Phenomena” as 
a way to educate kids about 
music in a different way. 
      I love doing this. It gives me 
the chance to put the subject 
under a microscope — it’s like 
when you’re trying to get a riff 
on the guitar and you just slow 
it down and practice it so you 
can get better. When I pres-
ent a genre, I examine where 
people went right and where 
they went wrong. It’s certainly 
helped me produce and im-
prove my lyrics and presen-
tation. Basically, it’s respon-
sible for making me articulate.
TM: What can you tell 
me about your most re-
Alan Vallee
Arts Editor
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RuPaul Takes Drag to a Whole New Dimension
Season 4 drag race predictions, wild antics
Rashard Bradshaw
Asst. Arts Editor
     Since RuPaul’s Drag Race 
debuted in 2009, the Drag 
Queen has once again made 
her way into the hearts of 
the American people. This 
hasn’t occurred since the ear-
ly 90s when RuPaul was still 
the supermodel of the world 
with a MAC campaign and a 
talk show. Now, RuPaul has 
started the Drag Race series 
to mentor the future queens 
of America and to crown a suc-
cessor with each new season. 
     If you’re like me and have 
been itching for a touch of 
Drag-tastic antics, have no 
fear because the fourth sea-
son of RuPaul’s Drag Race will 
premiere on Monday, Jan. 30 
on Logo. RuPaul has collect-
ed a new pack of queens who 
feel they have what it takes 
to be America’s next drag su-
perstar, and from the looks 
of the cast, the fight to the 
crown won’t be an easy one. 
     RuPaul’s Drag Race tests 
13 sickening drag divas with 
tasks that test their talent, 
uniqueness and nerve. Each 
week, the contestants are 
judged based on a challenge 
and the bottom two are put 
against each other to lip-sync 
for their lives, which is basi-
cally the drag equivalent of a 
boxing match that ends in one 
going home. Let’s take a look 
at the queens from this season.
     First we have The Princess 
from Chicago. The Princess de-
livers an off-the-wall couture 
touch to drag that she feels 
will give her some edge on the 
competition. Her bald head 
and androgynous look definite-
ly make her a standout visu-
ally, though I don’t know if she 
will make it to the top three.
    Jiggly Caliente is one of 
three plus-sized contenders, 
a Filipino bombshell hailing 
from New York. With her ur-
ban style and curvy sex appeal, 
she is here to put her stamp on 
the competition. I believe that 
Caliente is one contender to 
keep an eye on, and yes she did 
get her name from Pokémon. 
     Willam from Los Angeles, 
California is all about sass 
and I couldn’t get enough of 
her in the season’s preview! I 
believe her bubbly personality 
will make up for any short-
comings during the season. 
     Phi Phi O’Hara from Chi-
cago came across as too pol-
ished. She seems like one 
of those girls from Toddlers 
and Tiaras all grown up; 
I doubt she will last long. 
     Latrice Royal from Miami, 
Florida is the second plus-
sized contender representing 
the big boned drag queens of 
the nation. She described her 
style as eclectic, though I feel 
her look is a little too dated to 
be the next big thing in drag. 
     DiDa Ritz from Chicago was 
a little boring, but her spunky 
personality might keep in the 
competition longer than she 
has to be. She described her-
self as a mix of Kimora Lee, 
Beyoncé and Carrie Bradshaw. 
   Chad Michaels from San 
Diego certainly stood out dur-
ing the season’s teaser. Her 
poise and talent will make her 
a fan favorite. Her skills will 
keep her in the competition 
because she has all the experi-
ences to sail to the final three. 
     Kenya Michaels from Puer-
to Rico is my favorite queen! 
Her potty mouth, dancing 
abilities and exotic look will 
make her the one to watch 
out for in this competition. 
     The other contestants in-
clude Lashauwn Beyond, Alisa 
Summers, Madame LaQueer, 
Milan and Sharon Needles, 
whom I feel are not quite ready 
to be the next drag superstar. 
I predict that Kenya Mi-
chaels, Jiggly Caliente 
and Chad Michaels will 
round out the top three. 
     This season Ru has upped 
the cash prize to $100,000 
and she is absolutely going to 
make these contestants work 
for that crown and cash prize. 
   This season will be a lot 
cattier than the previous sea-
son and I can’t wait for the 
drag escapades! RuPaul will 
prove once again that Mon-
days continue to be the big-
gest drag ever. Tune in to the 
season premiere on Monday, 
Jan. 30 at 9 p.m. on Logo. 
cent work, River Town?
JC: It’s an album about the 
town I live in right now, Rie-
gelsville. Like I said, I’m from 
Passaic and that’s a big town. 
When I went to college and 
grad school those were both in 
sizable cities; I’ve been living 
in cities most of my life. Liv-
ing in this tiny town of less 
than 1,000 people, it’s a big 
change, and I’ve been trying 
to showcase the town as much 
as possible through my work. 
I’ve framed my music with 
this town, exploring both it 
and my personal reaction to it.
TM: Where do you 
see yourself going? 
JC: I’ll be here teaching for a 
while. I’m taking my music in a 
more chamber-oriented direc-
tion. My next album Epiphany 
is more somber and it’s full of 
reflective themes and dirges. 
This will be the first time I in-
clude string instruments, so I’m 
excited to see how it turns out.
   For the full interview, check 
out www.themontclarion.org.
Professor Coco hard at work in Italy.
Photo courtesy of Joe Coco
Photo courtesy of The AV Club.RuPaul is the ultimate drag mentor.
Photo courtesy of Michele Lotta
For the full interview, 
check out 
themontclarion.org
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Black Taxi Rocks the Knitting Factory
Edelweiss and Twees groove with dance jams
Emilia D’Albero
Staff Writer
     At the Knitting Factory in Brooklyn, 
music and fashion come together to cre-
ate the perfect indie atmosphere.  This 
must have been the thought of most of 
the crowd as Pennsylvania group Edel-
weiss stepped on stage, clad in the ugliest 
sweaters and the tightest pants imagin-
able. But Edelweiss proved that one re-
ally shouldn’t judge a book by its cover. 
     For half an hour, the band shook the 
room with catchy bass riffs from front-
man Thomas Vitale, foot-tapping drum 
beats from drummer Coby Porlier and 
the slickest dance moves in Brooklyn 
by guitarist Tony Young. All of Edel-
weiss’ songs had a dance vibe while 
still maintaining a painfully awesome 
Two Door Cinema Club-meets-The 
Wombats sound. However, the Penn-
sylvania boys (whose average age is 16 
— surprisingly young for a band with 
such a mature sound) did take the op-
portunity to jump into a heavy break-
down, pleasing hipster and rocker alike. 
     Edelweiss is definitely a band to 
see; with their spectacular energy and 
catchy tunes, they are undoubtedly on 
the path to success. Next up was The 
Twees, whose stage setup was simple, 
yet effective: a wooden sign with “The 
Twees” cut out of it and covered in 
white Christmas lights adorned the left 
side of the stage and set the mood for 
the next 40 minutes. The energy of this 
indie pop/rock band from New York 
City reached out to almost every per-
son in the crowd and made them want 
to dance with the person next to them. 
     The unique sound of their music, 
which features Strokes-esque gui-
tar riffs and a sort of Maccabees vibe, 
was rivaled only by the uniqueness of 
their clothing, which teetered on the 
line between poor hipster and classy 
businessman. The Twees owned the 
venue for the full duration of their 
set and had the audience captivated 
by their incredible energy and talent. 
     After The Twees got the crowd ener-
gized, native New York “grit-pop” band 
Black Taxi got them to dance. Frontman 
Ezra Huleatt has one of the strongest 
and most captivating stage presence in 
the industry today, and he is not afraid 
to do whatever it takes to get his fans 
involved, even if that involves jumping 
off the stage and running through the 
crowd while beating a drum with ex-
treme vigor. Black Taxi’s music, which 
combines clean, catchy guitar riffs with 
a gritty “anything-goes punk ethos” (as 
per their website) and which is also in-
credibly impressive, was made better 
with the variety of instruments, includ-
ing the aforementioned drum as well 
as a glockenspiel and even a few trum-
pet solos played by Huleatt himself. 
     It was easy to see why Black Taxi’s 
fans were practically rushing the stage, 
jumping up and down and dancing 
wholeheartedly: this band is committed 
not only to their music, but to their live 
performances as well. Black Taxi stood 
out among the other three bands that 
night as a musical force to be reckoned 
with, which is a fact I’m sure they will 
prove with the release of their upcom-
ing album, We Don’t Know Any Better.
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Earn credits in under 3 weeks: 
quickly, affordably and close to home.
take control 
of your semester break
take control 
of your credit requirements
take a class at Union
Get a jump on your Spring Semester by Enrolling 
in a Winter Course at Union County College.
Winter Session classes 
begin Tuesday, December 27, 2011.
For info call 908-709-7518 – or –
visit www.ucc.edu
Ezra Huleatt of Black Taxi (pictured above) rocked the concert. Photo courtesy of Ken Grand-Pierre.
Look online for a review 
of Professor Galef’s new 
book My Date with 
Neanderthal Woman
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A Wild, Crazy and Pointless Ride
The Sitter is a comedy that goes nowhere fast
Ken Macri
Staff Writer
     The Sitter is another lackluster at-
tempt at a comedy that by the end 
goes absolutely nowhere and teaches 
us absolutely nothing. The film il-
lustrates no meaning and there 
isn’t much going on besides insult-
ing dialogue and spurious jokes that 
come off as funny one in 30 times. 
     The film is centered on college stu-
dent Noah (Jonah Hill) who is on sus-
pension from college and is coaxed into 
babysitting the three kids next door, so 
their divorcée mom can finally go out 
again to meet a guy. The three kids 
consist of smartass Slater (Max Re-
cords), cutie pie Blithe (Landry Bender) 
and explosives hobbyist Rodrigo (Kevin 
Hernandez), who has been adopted 
into the family. A Hangover-like night 
ensues as we are drowned in drugs, 
bombs and meaningless soap operas. 
     The Sitter is another senseless latch 
in the emerging genre known as the 
Potty Mouth Movie. If we could elimi-
nate this genre all together, it would 
be a profound achievement for the 
film industry. Director David Gordon 
Green used to have some credibility, 
but after lowering himself into making 
a film that comes across this aimless 
and futile, he might as well become a 
ticket-taker at his hometown cinema. 
     You really can’t blame star Jonah 
Hill for this film’s failure, as he is 
probably the only one in this movie 
who comes across as slightly humor-
ous, and it’s not like he wrote the 
hollow and absurd script. He is also 
probably the only one whose career 
won’t be completely destroyed by 
this movie. Word of advice: skip this 
one and rent The Hangover again.
Rider’s highly regarded graduate programs 
provide the career-specific training that is 
essential for professional success.
Financial aid available for qualified 
applicants through scholarships and 
graduate assistant opportunities.
Rider 
Connects
To learn more about how a Rider grad  
program can launch a successful career,  
go to www.rider.edu/academics.
Rider Connects
School of Education
?? ????????????????
?? ?????????
Master of Arts in  
Applied Psychology
?? ?????????????????????????
Ken’s Grade: 
1.5 stars out of 
5
The Sitter is a movie that you should probably avoid Photo courtesy of poptower.com
         December 15, 2011 • The Montclarion SportS 17
Kendall Zoppa
SportS Editor
Ryan Fanning
Staff WritEr
The Fantastic Mr. Fox
    Kevin Fox was born and raised in 
Bloomfield, New Jersey where he dis-
covered his love for hockey at the age of 
three. His brother Tim, two years older, 
and Fox’s family had the biggest influ-
ence on him when it came to playing the 
sport. 
 Fox, 23, played in the forward posi-
tion when he first started but at the age 
of five Tim convinced him to suit up and 
put on the pads so he would have some-
one to shoot on. From there on out, Fox 
has played the position of a goalie and no 
other.
 Fox attended high school at St. Peters 
Prep in Jersey City. “Bloomfield High 
didn’t have ice hockey so I decided to 
go to St. Peters, it was good because my 
friends attended the same school,” Fox 
said. 
 In his sophomore year of high school, 
Fox tore his groin while stretching across 
the crease to stop a puck and had to go 
through a year of physical therapy. 
 “This injury was my biggest obstacle 
that I had to overcome in my hockey 
career because it was so bad that I didn’t 
know what was going to happen next,” 
Fox recalled. “It was hard to be away 
from the game for that long and then 
come back and get going again.”   
 After Fox’s high school career, he 
wanted to continue playing the sport he 
loved and decided to attend Montclair 
State University. Here at MSU, Fox is 
a double major in marketing and man-
agement and is now playing hockey as a 
graduate student in what will be his last 
year of eligibilty. 
 At this point in the season, Fox has 
registered a total of 15 games played 
with an outstanding 3.26 goals against 
average in 883.80 total minutes played 
while allowing only 48 total goals against. 
His Montclair State University career 
numbers look like this: a goals against 
average of 3.32; 328,388.69 total minutes 
played and only 201 goals allowed in five 
years here at MSU. 
 Due to his outstanding effort in the 
net, Fox has been selected to the ACHA 
European team. With over 150 schools in 
the ACHA, Fox is one of only two goalies 
selected for the team. This select team 
will play five games against other college 
teams from Austria, Germany, Slovenia 
and Croatia. 
 “It’s definitely an honor to be chosen,” 
Fox says. “I am looking forward to the 
opportunity to represent our league, my 
team and most importantly, our coun-
try.” 
 Fox will leave the day after Christmas 
Steve Ricci
Staff WritEr
Kevin Fox has allowed 201 goals in his five years at Montclair State. With just under 328,389 minutes in goal, Fox has a goals 
against average of 3.32.
Photo Courtesy of MSUIceHockey.com
Just Keep Swimming
Kevin Fox is known throughout Montclair as both a player and coach
Both teams under .500 heading into winter training trip
for training camp and will return to the 
states on Jan. 6. Fortunately, there will 
be no college games while Fox is out of 
the country. 
 With college games on the weekends, 
Fox still finds time to give back to the 
younger kids in the community on the 
weekdays. The Montclair Blues are a 
youth team that travels over New Jersey 
playing other youth hockey teams where 
Fox is currently its goalie coach. He also 
helps the Montclair Kimberly Academy 
Varsity team by coaching the goaltenders 
and helping them hone their skills. With 
coaching a lot of young kids last year it 
takes patience, not only for the coach but 
for the player as well. “Make sure you’re 
having fun, and if you’re having fun your 
skills will only get better,” says Fox, bet-
ter known as coach Kevin around the ice 
arena. 
 So who is Kevin Fox? Around campus 
he is known as a double major gradu-
ate student of business. On the ice he is 
known as an all-star elite goaltender. To 
his family he is known as the younger 
brother who loves hockey. Inside the ice 
arena, Fox is known as coach Kevin, goal-
tending coach and role model for youth 
hockey in Montclair.
ESPN Set to Start Screenings
 Yogi Berra Museum and Learning Center 
Director Dave Kaplan announced this week its 
partnership with ESPN to provide the Montclair 
State community with exclusive viewing of films 
from its “30 for 30” series.  
 The Museum has scheduled five dates in which 
the award winning documentaries will be screened 
and followed by a guest speaker from the film. 
 The screenings will begin on Jan. 29 with 
Ungaurded, the story of former basketball star 
Chris Herren. Following the film, eight-time Emmy 
Award-winning filmmaker Jonathan Hock will 
speak. 
 All screenings will be held on Sunday evenings 
at 7 p.m. The remainder of guest speakers have yet 
to be announced. For more information, contact the 
Museum at (973) 655-2378 or visit their website at 
www.yogiberramuseum.org. This series is exclu-
sively for the students and faculty here at MSU.
 It was a rough weekend for the 
Montclair men’s and women’s swim 
teams as they lost to rival Misericordia 
on Thursday and the women only split 
the tri-meet between Manhattan College 
and St. Peter’s College, as the men lost to 
both Colleges on Friday. 
 Against Misericordia, the women lost 
154-103 and the men suffered a tough 
loss as well, 142-118. Despite the score, 
the men battled throughout to keep the 
meet close. 
 “Both teams swam well but the men 
were in the meet up until the last couple 
events,” said coach Brian Mclaughlin. 
“Misericordia always keys in on the 
matchup, last year it came down to the 
last relay, it’s been a good rivalry.”
 Senior Chris Lee helped the team 
win three events as he took first in the 
100 and 200 breaststroke with times 
of 1:02.00 and 2:22.45 respectively and 
helped Nikolas Lumkong, Sean French 
and Thomas Long won the 200 medley 
relay with a time of 1:41.21. Joseph Berry 
also helped the men’s cause with two first 
place finishes of his own in the 500 and 
1000 freestyle with times of 5:16.51 and 
10:52.26 respectively.
 On the women’s side, junior Ashley 
Vallone won a pair of individual events 
after finishing first in the 50 and 100 
freestyle with times of 25.58 and 56.25. 
Vallone then went on to help win the 400 
freestyle relay with Jessica Joseph, Kelly 
Abner and Allie Golden with a time of 
3:59.46.
 Vallone would receive two honors this 
week as she was named MSU’s athlete 
of the week as well as NJAC’s swimmer 
of the week along with fellow teammate 
Joseph Berry.
 “She works very hard in the pool and 
in the gym where she spends a lot of time 
along with many of her teammates so 
she deserves the recognition,” said coach 
McLaughlin.
 The teams finished out their sched-
ule for 2011 last Friday, leaving the 
men with a 2-6 record and the women 
with a 3-5 record.  In their tri-meet the 
women beat Manhattan College 123-89 
but couldn’t finish the night undefeated 
as they lost to St. Peter’s 126-75. The 
men were winless in the meet as they 
lost to St. Peter’s 146-70 and Manhattan 
125-91.
 Both teams struggled for first place 
finishes but Ashley Vallone and Zak 
Westerberg were both victorious in the 
50 freestyle with times of 25.12 and 22.03 
respectively. Joseph Berry added with a 
first place finish in the 500 freestyle with 
a time of 5:06.50.
 The teams’ records can be deceiving 
as the team will be competing against 
13 Division I and Division II teams this 
year. “Our times are good, we’re pretty 
happy with the way things are going, 
obviously we wish some meets went the 
other way but when you look at the 
schedule you just got to come into it 
with eyes wide open,” said McLaughlin. 
“When you look at the second half of our 
schedule, there should be many winnable 
meets in there.”
 The team will be embarking on an 
intense training session throughout win-
ter break and will return to action Jan. 
16 to take on NJIT in Newark and then 
New York University on Jan. 20.
Jan. 29- Ungaurded 
with guest speaker, Jonathan Hock. 
Feb. 26- June 17, 1994 
March 4- Training Rules*
*This is not an ESPN film. 
March 25- Catching Hell
April 29-Litte Big Men
Image Courtesy of Bleacherreport.com
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FINAL EXAMINATION POLICY
Dr. Willard Gingerich, Provost and 
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Saundra Collins, President, University Senate
1.) All final examinations must be given during the regularly 
scheduled examination periods, The Schedule of Courses list days and 
times of final examination for each class period.
2.)No final examination may be given during the last week of classes 
before the examination period.
3.) If no formal examination is scheduled,the class must meet for 
one hour during the scheduled final examination time for a class 
evaluation session. Thus, all classes are required to meet during the 
examination period.
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FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE – FALL 2011
DECEMBER 16-22
Day Undergraduate and Graduate Courses Evening/Weekend/and Off-Campus
Undergraduate and Graduate Courses
Examination Notes:
1. “First or Only Meeting” refers to the weekly meeting sequence.  For example, “First” = MW, MR, TR, TF, WF.  This does not correspond in any way to the first time the 
course met this semester.
2. All examinations are to be held in the regularly assigned classroom.  In courses where more than one room is involved, the location of the exam will be the same as the first 
room of a series (e.g., a course meeting WF in different rooms will have the exam in the W room).
3. Courses which have a start time other than those listed above should follow the exam schedule for the preceding class start time (e.g. a course beginning at 9:30am will follow 
the exam period for courses with a first or only meeting at 8:30am; a course beginning at 12:00pm will follow the exam period for courses with a first or only meeting at 
11:30am). Faculty involved in teaching courses on a “To Be Arranged” basis and who require an exam room are asked to make arrangements for a specific time and room.
4. Students with a time conflict in their exam schedule should immediately notify each faculty member involved and make arrangements to reschedule one of the exams.
Friday – Dec 16
For Classes Meeting on TF or WF at 0700am………………………0700am-0900am
For Classes with first or only Meeting on T or F at 0230pm………0100pm-0300pm
For Classes with First or only Meeting on T or F at 0400pm….….0315pm-0515pm
Monday – Dec 19
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on M or R at 0830am................ 0800am-1000am
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on M or R at 1000am................1015am-1215pm
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on M or R at 1130am................0100pm-0300pm
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on M or R at 0100pm ...............0315pm-0515pm
Tuesday – Dec 20
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on T or F at 0830am................. 0800am-1000am
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on T or F at 1000am.................1015am-1215pm
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on T or F at 1130am.................0100pm-0300pm
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on T or F at 0100pm.................0315pm-0515pm
Wednesday – Dec 21
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on W at 0830am…………0800am-1000am
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on W at 1000am......…………..1015am-1215pm
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on W at 1130am......…………..0100pm-0300pm
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on W at 0100pm ......…………..0315pm-0515pm
Thursday – Dec 22
For Classes Meeting on MR or TR at 0700am..................................... 0700am-0900am
For Classes Meeting on MW at 0700am.............................................. 0915am-1115am
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on M or R at 0230pm…..0100pm-0300pm
For Classes with First or Only Meeting on M or R at 0400pm ...............0315pm-0515pm
Friday – Dec 16
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Friday at 0530pm ......................... 0530pm-0730pm
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Friday at 0830pm ....................... 0815pm-1015pm
Saturday – Dec 17
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Saturday at 0800am.......................0800am-1000am
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Saturday at 1100am………………...1100am-0100pm
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Saturday at  0200pm………………..0200pm-0400pm
Sunday – Dec 18
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Sunday at 0800am.........................0800am-1000am
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Sunday at 1100am…………….……1100am-0100pm
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Sunday at 0200pm………………….0200pm-0400pm
Monday –Dec 19
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Monday at 0530pm....................... 0530pm-0730pm
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Monday at 0815pm....................…0815pm-1015pm
Tuesday – Dec 20
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Tuesday at 0530pm...................... 0530pm-0730pm
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Tuesday at 0815pm……………...…0815pm-1015pm
Wednesday – Dec 21
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Wednesday at 0530pm.................. 0530pm-0730pm
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Wednesday at 0815pm.................. 0815pm-1015pm
Thursday – Dec 22
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Thursday at 0530pm..................... 0530pm-0730pm
For Classes with first or only Meeting on Thursday at 0815pm..................... 0815pm-1015pm
0700pm Courses
For classes with first or only meeting M, T, W or R at 0700pm.......................0745pm-945pm
On regularly 
scheduled
meeting day
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Who’s Hot This Week
Game of the Week
Women’s Basketball
Tuesday, December 19 
@ 7 p.m.
vs. Frostburg State
Panzer Athletic Center
The women’s basketball team 
looks to continue winning when 
they play Frostburg State this 
Tuesday. If  Montclair wins 
their match leading up to this 
game they’ll be vying for a four-
game winning streak.
 
 Junior guard Ken Rubenstein contrib-
uted 21 points and sophomore Daniel 
Singleton came off the bench to drop in 
14 points.  The game was close at onset, 
but with the help of stellar offensive 
play, the Red Hawks took a 49-30 lead 
into halftime and never looked back. 
Montclair cruised to the easy win and 
was back in action Saturday afternoon.
 “We have been able to overcome the 
inexperience of our team because we 
have a great group of guys who are will-
ing to come to practice every day and give 
it their all,” said August.
 The Red Hawks set out on their road 
trip against the City College of New 
York, looking to extend their winning 
 The Montclair State University men’s 
basketball team continued its early sea-
son success this past weekend winning 
both of its contests.
 On Thursday evening, the Red Hawks 
(7-2) traveled to the Hawk Center and 
defeated New Paltz of the SUNY confer-
ence, 84-63.
 Senior forward Andrew August reg-
istered his third straight double-double 
with 22 points and 14 rebounds to help 
steer the Red Hawks to a fourth consecu-
tive win.  
Men’s Basketball
  NJAC             Overall
NOrTh
WPU                    2 - 0               8 - 1
NJCU         1 - 0               7 - 1
MSU         1 - 0               7 - 2 
ramapo                1 - 1               7 - 3 
rU-Newark            1 - 1               5 - 3
    
SOUTh                      
   
TCNJ    1 - 1                4 - 2
Kean            1 - 1                2 - 6
Stockton          0 - 0                3 - 5
rowan       0 - 2                4 - 5
rU-Camden 0 - 2          2 - 5
Last Week
12/10 MSU 62, Drew 53
12/12 MSU 70, SUNY New Paltz 51
Last Week
12/8 MSU 84, SUNY New Paltz 64
12/10 MSU 73, CCNY 46
12/14 MSU , Stockton
Women’s Basketball
This Week
12/16  vs.  Millersville              9:10 p.m.
Last Week
12/9 MSU 2, Siena College 2
12/10 NHU 4, MSU 1
Ice Hockey
                    SEChL                   Overall
  WPU            6 - 2 - 1                  13 - 2 - 1
  CCSU           5 - 1 - 1            7 - 4 - 2
  Siena           5 - 2 - 2                  10 - 3 - 3 
  NYU        4 - 3 - 1                  11 - 4 - 2
  N. h.            4 - 2 - 1                    4 - 6 - 2 
  MSU            4 - 4 - 1                    7 - 4 - 1
 
  Marist          2 - 4 - 1                    7 - 4 - 2 
                      
  WCSU          0 - 10 - 0                  3 - 10 - 0 
Swimming & Diving
This Week
Winter Training Camp 1/6-1/13
Last Week
12/8 Misericordia University
Men - Misericordia 142, MSU 118
Women - Misericordia 154, MSU 103
12/9 St. Peter’s
Men - St. Peter’s 146, MSU 70
Women - St. Peter’s 126, MSU 75
12/9 Manhattan College
Men - Manhattan 125, MSU 91
Women - MSU 123, Manhattan 89
            NJAC                Overall
Men’s
TCNJ                     2 - 0                  5 - 0
  
rowan                   1 - 0                  3 - 0
ramapo      0 - 1                  2 - 1 
WPU                      0 - 1                  6 - 3
  
MSU                      0 - 1                  2 - 6
    
Women’s                      
   
TCNJ              2 - 0                    5 - 0 
rowan         1 - 0                    3 - 0
   
WPU                     0 - 1                    7 - 3
MSU  0 - 1                    3 - 5
ramapo   0 - 1              0 - 2
  NJAC             Overall
North
WPU                    2 - 0                9 - 0
rU-Newark            1 - 1                6 - 2
NJCU         0 - 1                2 - 5 
ramapo      0 - 2                6 - 2 
MSU         0 - 2                4 - 4 
    
South                      
   
Kean       2 - 0                7 - 2
Stockton          1 - 0                6 - 1
rU-Camden            1 - 1                7 - 1 
   
TCNJ    1 - 1                6 - 4
rowan      1 - 1          5 - 5 
This Week
12/18  vs.  Vaughn                       1 p.m.
12/20  vs.  Immaculata                7 p.m.
This Week
12/17  @  Gwynedd-Mercy          2 p.m.
12/19  vs. Frostburg State           7 p.m.
Jaime Ericson
Guard — Women’s Basketball
Ericson helped end Montclair’s four game losing streak 
with 14 points, six rebounds, three assists and three 
steals in the Red Hawks’ win against Drew. Ericson 
added 19 points and six rebounds in Montclair’s win 
against SUNY New Paltz to give the Red Hawks their 
current winning streak.
Joseph Berry
Distance Free — Swimming & Diving
Berry won the 1,000 and 500 meter freestyle races in 
Montclair’s loss to Misercordia with times of  10:52.26 
and 5:16.51 minutes respectively. Against St. Peter’s 
and Manhattan College, Berry won the 500 meter free-
style in 5:06.50 minutes. Berry’s performance in these 
meets earned him NJAC Swimmer of  the Week honors.
streak to five games.  Singleton led all 
scorers with a game-high 20 points and 
pulled down seven rebounds as Montclair 
rolled to their seventh win of the season, 
73-46.
 August also commanded attention in 
the paint contributing 19 points to go 
along with nine rebounds.  August has 
been the driving force behind the early 
success of the Red Hawks; however, he 
believes the team’s work ethic as well as 
selflessness is the key. 
 “No matter how much playing time 
someone is getting or who is scoring all 
the points, everyone’s focus is to keep 
getting better and win a championship.” 
explained August.
Red Hawks Win Five Straight 
Raheem Thomas
Staff WritEr
This Week
No Games Scheduled
MontclarionSports@gmail.com
Check out TheMontclarion.org 
on Monday for Recaps of this 
Weekend’s Games
Kendall Zoppa | The Montclarion
Yogi Berra Museum 
announces partnership with 
ESPN Films
     p. 17
  
Jay Hrina
aSSiStant SportS Editor
 The Montclair State women’s bas-
ketball team increased their record to 
4-4 after beating Drew University 62-53 
on Saturday, Dec. 10 and SUNY New 
Paltz 70-51 on Monday Dec. 12. The Red 
Hawks are currently 0-2 in NJAC play.
 The Red Hawks dominated Drew’s 
Rangers on Saturday. MSU was in front 
throughout the entire game. The only 
exception: the Rangers managed to tie 
the game twice but were never able 
to capitalize thanks to a very strong 
Red Hawk defense. The Red Hawks fin-
ished the first half 32-26. Freshman for-
ward Melissa Tobie scored 10 points and 
recorded five rebounds and senior guard 
Jaime Ericson finished the first half with 
nine points.
 The Red Hawks continued their domi-
nance in the second half. Ericson had 
a quieter second half, only scoring five 
points but grabbing six rebounds. Tobie 
scored 10 more points and had six more 
rebounds to finish the game with 20 
points and 11 rebounds while Ericson fin-
ished with 14 points and six rebounds.
 “We have been working extremely hard 
in practice,” said coach Karin Harvey. 
“The players are doing a great job on the 
defensive end and our rebounding has 
improved.”
 After winning on the road, MSU played 
SUNY New Paltz at home Monday. Just 
like on Saturday, the Red Hawks were in 
complete control throughout the majority 
of the game. The Red Hawks had their 
work cut out for them in the first half.  
 Their largest lead during the first half 
was only six points. The SUNY Hawks 
were able to take the lead away from 
MSU four times but never led by more 
than one point. The Red Hawks finished 
the first half 30-25 after scoring six 
unanswered points with 4.5 minutes left. 
Tobie had another 10-point half while 
recording seven rebounds. Ericson man-
aged to score eight points and recorded 
four rebounds.
 The second half wasn’t even a chal-
lenge for MSU. The Red Hawk offense 
All-Around All-American
Women’s Basketball Ends Four-Game Losing Streak 
Andrew Mears| The Montclarion
Kevin Fox Profile: The Man 
Behind the Mask
p. 17
Nick Verhagen
aSSiStant SportS Editor
exploded in the second half. The Red 
Hawks jumped to an 11-point lead seven 
minutes into the half. The SUNY Hawks 
reduced the lead to eight but the Red 
Hawks quickly brought it back up. After 
that, the Red Hawks had a double-digit 
lead the rest of the half. 
 With 1:14 left in the game, the Red 
Hawks had an outstanding 23-point lead. 
Tobie had a very quiet half with only two 
points and one rebound. Tobie, Ericson 
and junior guard Michelle Montagna 
scored 47 of the Red Hawks’ 70 points. 
“Our communication has been fantastic 
recently and makes a huge difference on 
and off the court.” said Harvey.
 The Red Hawks will play Frostburg 
State on Monday, Dec. 19. “We need to 
continue to play good team defense and 
rebound the basketball,” said Harvey. 
“We need to play with confidence, even 
when our shots are not falling.”
 Even with First-Team All-NJAC 
and First-Team All-East Region honors 
already earned, Chris D’Andrea wasn’t 
done. D’Andrea was recently selected to 
D3Football.com’s 2011 American Football 
Coaches Association (AFCA) All-America 
team. This award, which has been given 
out annually since 1945, stretches across 
DIII’s five divisions and their conferenc-
es, and it is chosen by the coaches from 
these teams.
 D’Andrea was a beast for the Red 
Hawks this year, posting record-breaking 
numbers in his final collegiate season for 
Montclair. He broke the school record 
for most rushing yards in a season; he 
rushed 249 times for 1,583 yards, 166 
more yards than Bobb Vannoy’s record 
(1,417) set in 1981. He reached triple 
digits in rushing yards in all but one 
game this season; his lone miss came 
in a 53-24 win against Buffalo State in 
which he rushed for 85 yards in less than 
three quarters of play. During his career, 
D’Andrea has rushed for 2,333 yards.
 Stats don’t fully show how big of a 
season D’Andrea had as running back. 
D’Andrea’s runs were timely and power-
ful. He would make linebackers miss, 
defensive backs bounce off and defensive 
linemen lose their breath. His agility 
allowed him to quickly get through traf-
fic at the line and his strength made 
him hard to take down single-hand-
Chris D’Andrea receives Div. III AFCA All-American honors
ed. D’Andrea was a spark and possibly 
the ignition for the Red Hawks offense, 
bursting for touchdown runs of 75 and 80 
yards on the season and for 15 overall. 
His presence in the backfield kept the 
defense on their toes, which helped open 
some passing lanes for quarterbacks Tom 
Fischer and Drew Cathey.
 D’Andrea missed the majority of the 
2010 season with a season-ending foot 
injury only a few games in. Just imagine 
what his numbers could have been had 
he not missed all that time!
Chris D’Andrea has received First-Team ALL-NJAC, First-Team All-East and Div. III 
AFCA All-American honors in his career at Montclair State.
Red Hawks reach 4-4 record with wins over Drew and SUNY New Paltz
Sophomore and senior guards Theresa Towns and Jaime Ericson running down the court during the 71-50 rout of SUNY New 
Paltz on Monday, Dec. 12. Towns finished the game with eight points and Ericson finished with 19.
Career/2011 Facts
Led Div. III in rushing yards 
Led NJAC conference in rush-
ing yards and scoring with 96 
points
Seven rushing touchdowns 
came on runs of 35+ yards
Eleventh player in program 
history to rush for 2,000+ 
career yards
Ranked sixth all-time with 
2,333 yards
Named “NJAC Offensive 
Player of the Week” twice this 
season
Featured in The Montclarion’s 
“Who’s Hot This Week” twice
